
WHAT IS HUMAN TRAFFICKING?

WHICH TYPES OF TRAFFICKING?

HOTLINE INFORMATION WHAT CAN I DO:

WHAT DOES THE FIFA WORLD CUP
HAVE TO DO WITH IT?

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
AND MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS

The FIFA World Cup attracts
millions of fans and tourists,
generating global attention on
an unprecedented scale.
Unfortunately, large-scale
sporting events can coincide
with a rise in human trafficking,
especially the exploitation of
vulnerable women and children.
We often see the occurrence of
both labor and sex trafficking in
locations where such events
take place.

Sex trafficking: An increase of tourists and fans can exacerbate the demand for
commercial sex, which traffickers exploit. While some research challenges the idea
that sex trafficking spikes dramatically during events like the Super Bowl, law
enforcement agencies often report increased arrests during this period. The
heightened attention can also lead to more rescues.

Get in touch with your local parish and police
department and ask them?

Do you have protocols in place?
Who can I contact if I suspect Human
Trafficking? 
Where can I go if someone is in danger?
How can I support the community?

To report a suspected human
trafficking situation or to seek

assistance, contact the National
Human Trafficking Hotline: 

1-888-373-7888 or text 233733.

To report information about a
missing or exploited child call

our 24-Hour Call Center:
1-800-THE-LOST 

(1-800-843-5678) and/or
Report child sexual exploitation

online at CyberTipline.org.

Labor trafficking: Major sporting events that require new infrastructure, such as
stadiums and hotels, can drive demand for a large, low-cost workforce. Although this
might not as prevalent in the United States, we see how this creates conditions ripe
for exploitation, particularly of migrant workers who may face poor living conditions,
wage theft, passport confiscation, and debt bondage. The 2022 World Cup in Qatar
drew significant scrutiny for forced labor practices connected to the construction of
facilities, particularly as it related to migrants.

Human trafficking is the second largest and fastest-growing criminal industry in the
world, second only to drug trafficking. Generating about $236 billion annually.
Based on federal law, the U.S. Department of Justice defines human trafficking as:

sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or
coercion, or in which the person induced to perform the act is under 18 years of
age; or
the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for
labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of
subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery. 
any child under the age of 18 who is induced to perform a commercial sex act is
a victim of trafficking, as a minor cannot consent

Major sporting events such as the Super
Bowl, Formula 1, the Olympics, and the
World Cup generate massive tourism
and increase in travel, which increase
demand for hospitality, temporary
employment, and nightlife industries. 

The crowds created by these large
events can make victim identification
difficult. Likewise, perpetrators plan to
move victims during times when law
enforcement is occupied

https://www.ijm.org/news/is-the-super-bowl-the-largest-human-trafficking-event-in-the-world
tel:800-843-5678
tel:800-843-5678
https://report.cybertip.org/
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/annual-profits-forced-labour-amount-us-236-billion-ilo-report-finds#:~:text=Forced%20labour-,Annual%20profits%20from%20forced%20labour%20amount%20to%20US$%20236%20billion,States%20(US$18%20billion).
https://www.justice.gov/humantrafficking/what-is-human-trafficking
https://www.espn.com/nfl/story/_/id/28607449/the-super-bowl-remains-target-human-trafficking
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Sex trafficking: An increase of tourists and fans can exacerbate the demand for
commercial sex, which traffickers exploit. While some research challenges the idea
that sex trafficking spikes dramatically during events like the Super Bowl, law
enforcement agencies often report increased arrests during this period. The
heightened attention can also lead to more rescues.
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Labor trafficking: Major sporting events that require new infrastructure, such as
stadiums and hotels, can drive demand for a large, low-cost workforce. Although this
might not be as prevalent in the United States, we see how this creates conditions
ripe for exploitation, particularly of migrant workers who may face poor living
conditions, wage theft, passport confiscation, and debt bondage. The 2022 World
Cup in Qatar drew significant scrutiny for forced labor practices connected to the
construction of facilities, particularly as it related to migrants.

Human trafficking is the second largest and fastest-growing criminal industry
in the world, second only to drug trafficking. Generating about $236 billion
annually. Based on federal law, the US Department of Justice has defined
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coercion, or in which the person induced to perform the act is under 18 years of
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labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of
subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery. 
any child under the age of 18 who is induced to perform a commercial sex act is a
victim of trafficking, as a minor cannot consent

Major sporting events such as the Super
Bowl, Formula 1, the Olympics, and the
World Cup generate massive tourism
and increase in travel, which increase
demand for hospitality, temporary
employment, and nightlife industries. 
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