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1. What is the Dedicated Docket and why is it being implemented?   
 

The Dedicated Docket was announced on May 28, 2021, as a joint effort between the Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS) and the Department of Justice (DOJ) to decrease the amount of time it takes for 

certain asylum cases to be adjudicated. Under the Dedicated Docket, immigration judges from the DOJ’s 

Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) will work to issue a decision within 300 days of an initial 

master calendar hearing. However, 300 days is an “internal goal”, not a requirement.1 Those enrolled in the 

Dedicated Docket still have the ability to request continuances, as do all respondents in removal 

proceedings, and immigration judges retain discretion to determine whether a continuance should be 

granted for good cause. 

 

Currently, there is an immigration court backlog of over 1.3 million cases, with the average case taking 

over two years to adjudicate.2  

 

2. When will the Dedicated Docket begin?  
 

The government began identifying cases for this docket on May 28, 2021. 

 

3. Who will be enrolled in the Dedicated Docket?  
 

Families may be selected if they are apprehended while crossing between ports of entry on or after May 28, 

2021, placed in removal proceedings, and enrolled in an alternative to detention (ATD). EOIR has selected 

immigration courts in the following ten cities to run the Dedicated Docket alongside the normal docket: 

Denver; Detroit; El Paso; Los Angeles; Miami; Newark; New York City; San Diego; San Francisco; and 

Seattle. Only those whose cases are being adjudicated at courts in these cities will be enrolled. Those who 

change venues to a court not located in one of these ten cities will have their case transferred to the normal 

docket. Most families will be enrolled in SmartLINK as their ATD, which requires periodic check-ins 

through a mobile application, but some may also be put on ankle monitors or enrolled in telephonic 

monitoring, depending on operational capacity. 

 

4. Will those enrolled in the Dedicated Docket receive legal services?  
 

Possibly. According to a May 28 memorandum from EOIR,3 “Respondents whose cases are placed on these 

dockets will be provided with a number of services, including access to information services and possible 

referral services to facilitate legal representation.”  

 

Anyone who is in removal proceedings and not detained also has access to the Immigration Court Helpdesk 

(ICH), regardless of whether or not the ICH operates in the same city where their case is being adjudicated. 

While the ICH does not provide legal advice, it can connect respondents with legal assistance and give 

information about immigration law. The ICH currently operates in five cities: New York City; Los Angeles; 

Miami; Chicago; and San Antonio. Three of these (New York City, Los Angeles, and Miami) are included 

in those cities chosen for the Dedicated Docket.  

 

 

 

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/book/file/1399361/download
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5. How does this differ from similar programs implemented in the past?  
 

Other expedited dockets—often referred to as “rocket dockets”—have been implemented in past years, 

including during both the Obama and Trump Administrations.4 These efforts raised serious due process 

concerns and often proved detrimental to due process. For example, under the Trump Administration’s 

accelerated docket program, 80% of cases resulted in in absentia removal orders, meaning the families were 

not in court when a judge ordered them removed.5 Generally, those with legal representation are many times 

more likely to receive some form of relief than those without, especially asylum seekers, but most struggle 

to obtain pro bono representation.6  

 

The Biden Administration has promised that the Dedicated Docket will not sacrifice due process for speedy 

adjudications.7 However, concerns remain that those enrolled in the Dedicated Docket will not receive 

complete and just consideration of their cases, especially since legal representation is not guaranteed to 

those in immigration proceedings. Rather, respondents have a right to be represented, but they are 

responsible for obtaining their own counsel. The Administration has conveyed a desire to expand the DOJ’s 

Legal Orientation Program (LOP), to include programming specifically for the Dedicated Docket, but such 

expansion remains to be seen.  

 

Additionally, the immigration judges who will be adjudicating cases on the Dedicated Docket do not 

already have cases on the normal docket. They will be a combination of new and experienced judges. EOIR 

will also continue remote hearings using video conferencing technology, as it has during the COVID-19 

pandemic, in addition to in-person hearings.  

 

6. What are some resources available to those with immigration cases?    
 

The Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. (CLINIC), has over 390 affiliates across 49 states and the 

District of Columbia, including a number of Catholic Charities agencies, which offer legal assistance, often 

at little or no charge.8 In addition, the DOJ’s Immigration Court Online Resource (ICOR) provides 

information and resources about immigration proceedings before EOIR.9  
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