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What does it mean for 
immigration enforcement to 
be humane?

How do state policies 
measure up to standards of 
humane enforcement?
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KathleenAll major migrant receiving countriesGreece has a significant border, is an initial reception siteGermany has a lot of resources, is a global norm-setter, and is a primary integration site. 



Principle 1. Liberty: Enforcement systems should have a 
presumption against the deprivation of migrants’ liberty, giving 
preference to dignified alternatives to formal detention and ensuring 
that families are neither detained nor separated.

Principle 2. Living & Reception Conditions: Accommodations for 
migrants, whether in reception facilities or, where applicable, in 
detention centers, should be dignified and should provide for basic 
needs and access to appropriate resources.
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ShuyuanDetention was originally not within the scope of our research, but it is such salient issue that we couldn’t avoid when talking with different stakeholders.The average daily population of migrants in detention in the United States rose from 6,785 to 38,106 between fiscal years (FY) 1994 and 2017, and the country maintains the largest immigration detention system in the world.We also talked to detainees who was in the detention centers and deported migrants about their lives inside those detention facilities. Their sharings together with various reports from advocacy groups and even U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) identified a wide range of problem, including the freezing temperature, unhealthy, non-nutritious food; poor and insufficient medical treatment; unsanitary conditions; lack of access to legal information; inadequate and arbitrary visitation hours; harassment from staff; sexual abuse of female migrants, and so on.In Germany, the reception conditions vary as well. Reception centers, which host migrants who o not come from safe countries of origin and are presumed to have a higher likelihood of obtaining asylum, generally have better conditions. These centers also offer courses to facilitate integration into German life, including language and culture courses. But the transit centers, where the rest of migrants are hosted, have worse conditions and do not provide those courses.Conditions in the temporary camps and island hotspots, where basic amenities are often lacking and where overcrowding is common, are especially subpar. The tents in which migrants are housed in hotspots leave them exposed to inclement weather and other safety hazards;79 in February 2017, three migrants reportedly died from the cold on a camp on Lesvos.Drawing lessons from our field experience and the existing legal and moral instruments, such as the Catholic Social Teaching, the UDHR



Principle 3. Information & Accompaniment: Migrants should be 
provided legal and other forms of guidance, information, and 
assistance throughout the enforcement process, so as to maintain 
their agency and dignity as individuals as well as ensure higher levels 
of compliance with immigration proceedings.

Principle 4. Efficiency & Individual Assessment: Determinations 
of asylum and immigration status should be conducted in a timely, 
individualized manner that respects due process.
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Kathleen - principles regarding rights and protections while migrants are within the legal systemsA fundamental problem we witnessed and heard about in all three contexts was the lack of information provided to migrants during their legal processes, whether applying for asylum or for legal immigration status. We saw promising, parallel interventions taking place particularly in the Greek and U.S. contexts at the NGO level that were attempting to build systems of information provision for migrants in detention, particularly, but also for more vulnerable migrants in the legal systems in general. The Greek Council for Refugees, for example, is a large, Greek-run NGO that represents migrants in detention and asylum seekers on the islands. They also have strong ties to the Greek government and international NGOs, which allows them to engage in advocacy. Similarly, the Florence Project based out of Florence, Arizona seeks to provide legal information and counsel to migrants in detention. The legal orientation program program that they pioneered, in which the provide free legal information to migrants, has been scaled and funded by the U.S. government since 2003 . These local organizations are providing similar services to address a major flaw in their respective immigration enforcement systems. Their interventions are showing the potential to influence government policy to make their systems more humane, or to provide basic rights and protections to migrants. Backlogs of immigration claims was common in all three contexts as well. Primarily we saw similar legal organizations working to ensure that migrants’ cases received individual and fair assessments through similar mechanisms as the These local organizations are providing similar services to address a major flaw in their respective immigration enforcement systems. Theire interventions are showing the potential to influence government policy to make their systems more humane, or to provide basic rights and protections to migrants.So what? 



Principle 5. During & Beyond Return: Forced removals should be 
used as a last resort and should not separate families or endanger 
migrants’ safety.
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Questions or comments?

A new team of Keough graduate students will travel to Central 
America in 2020 to conduct research on post-deportation 
reintegration programs. What, in your view, should be the 
guiding parameters of their research?
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These principles can help us think about the common gaps in protections for migrants in immigration enforcement systems, and how adherence to such principles could make the systems more humane for migrants. 


	Humane Immigration Enforcement: The Way Forward
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Questions or comments?

