
What you Need to Know about the 
Newest DACA Lawsuit

1. Who filed this new lawsuit and what does it challenge? On May 1st, seven states, led by the Texas 
Attorney General, filed a lawsuit in a federal district court in the Southern District of Texas chal-
lenging the legality of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. Alabama, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Nebraska, South Carolina and West Virginia joined Texas in bringing the 
lawsuit against the federal government.

In the suit, the states assert that the prior administration took unlawful and unconstitutional action 
when it unilaterally created the DACA program, which allows individuals who were brought to the 
United States without authorization as children to lawfully remain and work in the country. 

2. What are the states asking the court to do? The states are requesting that the district court issue 
an order that would find the DACA program unlawful and provide for its termination. While the 
states claim that the court has the power to immediately rescind all current DACA permits, they 
are asking for a more limited order that would prohibit the government from renewing existing 
or issuing new DACA permits, which would effectively phase out the program within two years.  

3. How many DACA Youth live in these seven states? As of January 2018, an estimated 682,750 
young people held DACA nationwide. Of these, thousands live in one of the seven states bringing 
the lawsuit: 

State Current DACA Recipients 
(as of January 2018) 

DACA-Eligible Youth   
(as of 2017) 2

Prior DACA Recipients 
(2012- 2017)3

Alabama 4,040 9,000 7,531
Arkansas 4,680 8,000 9,054
Louisiana 1,840 5,000 3,835
Nebraska 3,040 4,000 5,991
South Carolina 5,890 10,000 11,394
Texas 111,670 182,000 223,580
West Virginia 120 Not Available 265

4. Why does the Catholic Church support DACA Youth and Dreamers? The U.S. Catholic bishops 
have long stood in solidarity with immigrants and, in particular, supported DACA Youth and the 
larger Dreamer population.4 As Catholics, we believe in protecting the dignity of every human 
being, especially that of our children. 

https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/files/epress/File-Stamped_Complaint.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/migrants-refugees-and-travelers/dream-act-bishops-statement-2011-06-18-archbishop-gomez-on-dream-act.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/migrants-refugees-and-travelers/dream-act-bishops-statement-2011-06-18-archbishop-gomez-on-dream-act.cfm
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Further, we recognize that these young people are extraordinary contributors to our communities and nation. 
DACA Youth include future doctors,5 first responders,6 teachers,7 military personnel,8 and Catholic priests.9 These 
young people and their families, including U.S. citizen children and spouses, worship with us in our parishes, send 
their children to our neighborhood schools, and contribute to the future prosperity of our country. 

5. Does this lawsuit lessen the need for Congress to act now? No, this lawsuit only contributes to the uncertainty 
around the future of the DACA program and furthers the need for Congressional action. DACA Youth should 
not have to live their lives in a state of limbo and fear; they deserve a permanent solution. It is long past time for 
Congress to pass bipartisan legislation that would provide urgently needed relief for Dreamers.

6. What specific legislation should Congress pass? The U.S. Bishops are supporting both the USA Act10 and the 
Dream Act.11 The Dream Act remains the ideal legislative solution. And while the USA Act can still be improved 
upon, as written, it is a compromise bill that provides a path to citizenship for 1.8 million Dreamers and offers 
proportionate border security measures. To learn more about these bills, please see our DACA resource page.12
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