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Resource: A Primer on the 20 Points

https://justiceforimmigrants.org/caritas-share-the-journey-campaign/
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Jesuit Refugee Service

• Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) is an international Catholic organization serving refugees and 
other forcibly displaced people. 

• JRS was founded by Fr. Pedro Arrupe, S.J. in 1980, in direct response to the humanitarian 
crisis of the Vietnamese boat people. 

• Operating in 51 countries worldwide, JRS is a work of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits) and 
meets the educational, health, and social needs of more than 750,000 refugees.
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U.S. Government Role 

• September 2016 – Adoption of the New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants 

• September 2016 – Leaders’ Summit on Refugees

• January 2017 – First Executive Order on Refugees

• December 2017 - U.S. Government pulled out of Global Compact on Migration negotiations



Civil Society Response

• A vital part of JRS’s mission is to defend the rights of refugees and migrants throughout the world.

• Initial feedback on Global Compact on Refugees Draft:
• Lack of focus on refugee protection concerns
• Must emphasize responsibility-sharing as a commitment, not an option
• Lack of clear policy and legal action steps
• Need for accountability and tracking mechanisms

• Share feedback with UN Member States and via ongoing consultations

• Goal: Final versions in September (Refugees) and December (Migration)



What Can You Do?

#Do1Thing

• Experience - Host a Walk a Mile in My Shoes Refugee Simulation and provide 
your community with an opportunity to pause and learn about the 
experience, the frustrations, disappointments and hopes that refugees 
around the world face. Visit www.jrsusa.org/outreach

• Write - Send a message of hope and solidarity by writing a postcard to a 
refugee. Visit anyrefugee.org

• Advocate - Send a letter to your elected officials about the importance of 
U.S. leadership on refugee issues. Visit www.jrsusa.org/advocacy

Take part in JRS/USA’s April 17 Advocacy Day in Washington, DC!

http://www.jrsusa.org/outreach
http://anyrefugee.org/
http://www.jrsusa.org/advocacy


What Can You Do?

• Pray - Pray for protection for refugees as well as for personal 
transformation as we face the needs of refugees everywhere.

Resource: JRS’s Lenten Guide – www.jrsusa.org - #RenewWelcome

• Volunteer - Find a local refugee resettlement agency office and help a 
refugee learn a new language, meet friends, or even find employment 
and housing.

• Fundraise - Gather your local community or parish and raise funds for 
refugees around the world.

http://www.jrsusa.org/
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Campaign for Hospitality

• In August 2017, the Ignatian 
Solidarity Network launched a 
two-year campaign to bring the 
Jesuit and broader Catholic 
network together on the topic of 
global migration.

• Goal: To get to know people in 
our countries with recent stories 
of migration. 

• Together, we will reflect on our 
common human dignity and 
values to create more welcoming 
communities and nations.

www.campaignforhospitality.org

#CforH

http://www.campaignforhospitality.org/


Share the Journey

• In September 2017, Pope Francis 
announced a two-year campaign 
to stand in solidarity with refugees 
and migrants. 

• Share the Journey is an 
opportunity to raise awareness 
about the global refugee crisis 
within our own communities and 
encounter our own neighbors who 
are on this journey.

www.sharejourney.org

#sharejourney

http://www.sharejourney.org/


Thank You

Giulia McPherson
Director of Advocacy & Operations

Jesuit Refugee Service/USA
Email: gmcpherson@jesuits.org

Phone: 202-629-5942
Twitter: @giuliamcpherson

Jesuit Refugee Service/USA
Web: www.jrsusa.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/jrsusa
Twitter: @jrsusa

mailto:gmcpherson@jesuits.org
http://www.jrsusa.org/

